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Dr. Yvonne Briggs is a native of Huntsville,
Alabama and Alumni of Alabama A&M

University. She is a former elementary school
teacher, and now has a wonderful career as
an occupational therapist. With the release
of her first book titled, Start Now: The Starter
Guide to Becoming Successful at Anything,
she is well on her way to motivating people

all across the world. Yvonne possesses a
unique and effortless ability to encourage,

teach, motivate, and inspire others to reach
their desired level of happiness and success.

In addition to being divinely gifted to uplift
others, Yvonne uses her life experiences and
the success skills she has acquired to teach

others how to accomplish their goals and
turn their dreams into tangible realities. 
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What is the Start Now Success
Village Scholarship?

The start now success village scholarship is a scholarship created to support
Alabama A&M students on their journey to becoming successful in their

careers and life journeys upon graduation. Dr. Yvonne Briggs is a native of
Huntsville, Alabama, and Alumni of Alabama A&M University. She is a former

elementary school teacher, and currently an occupational therapist. With
the release of her first book titled, Start Now: The Starter Guide to Becoming
Successful at Anything, she is well on her way to motivating people across

the world. 
 

Yvonne possesses a unique and effortless ability to encourage, teach,
motivate, and inspire others to reach their desired level of happiness and

success. In addition to being divinely gifted to uplift others, Yvonne uses her
life experiences and the success skills she has acquired to teach others how

to accomplish their goals and turn their dreams into tangible realities. 
 

As an A&M University graduate, Yvonne understands how challenging it can
be to afford tuition, books, dormitory accommodations, and other university

expenses. Yvonne wanted to make it easier to focus on academics and
eliminate the financial stress from our Alabama A&M University students.

 
In her Nigerian upbringing, Yvonne's parents believed children need the

support of their villages to thrive. She is successful today as a result of the
support she received from her village. When it comes to raising a child, it

takes a village. A child's learning, development, and growth is influenced by
more than just their parents. An entire community is involved. We can

support our students' success as a community. 
 

The Start Now Success Village Scholarship aims to bring the community
together to support our students.   A&M University students demonstrating

academic achievement, a strong motivation for success, a need for
academic financial assistance, and a desire to make a positive impact on

society may be considered for this scholarship.
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Hadassah  

MANY STUDENTS LIKE ME DON'T GET A
SECONDARY EDUCATION BECAUSE OF THEIR

FINANCIAL SITUATIONS. I DON’T WANT MY
CURRENT FINANCIAL SITUATION TO

DETERMINE MY FUTURE SO BY APPLYING FOR
THIS SCHOLARSHIP I HOPE TO CHANGE MY

FUTURE BY FOCUSING MORE ON MY STUDIES
AND LESS ON MY FINANCIAL SITUATION

Hadassah Merales is an upcoming sophomore criminal
justice major at Alabama A&M University from the

Sunshine state of Florida. Academically she has shown
commitment to academic excellence by maintaining a
3.48 grade point average. Hadassah has always pushed
herself to become a leader and was always determined.
She presently is a member of Alabama A&M University

students grievance committee, a member of Women of
Worth organization, and is the first vice president and

membership chair for sister society in South Florida. Her
love for politics and law has motivated her to get

involved in criminal justice.  Hadassah aspires to one day
be an advocate for the justice system and assist with the
implementation of reforms so that lives can be changed,

families can be reunited, and innocent individuals can
contribute to society
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Katelyn Ramsey

A SCHOLARSHIP LIKE THIS WILL HELP
ME ACHIEVE MY GOAL OF

GREATNESS AND WILL ALSO SHOW
APPRECIATION FOR MY MOTHER,

WHO CANNOT AFFORD TO PAY FOR
MY COLLEGE ALONE.

 
 

Kately Ramsey is from Jasper, Alabama and
a junior at Alabama A&M University
majoring in Elementary Education.
Currently, Katelyn holds a 3.69 GPA,

attends church and works on campus. 
 Aside from becoming an elementary

school teacher, Katelyn aspires to become
a first-generation college graduate. "I just

want to be that teacher like a few I've had."
She wants to make a positive impact on

students. Katelyn says the start Now
success Village Scholarship will help her

take the next step in her career.   
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Mikaylah
Pratt 

WINNING THIS SCHOLARSHIP
WOULD BE A BLESSING TO ME

BECAUSE IT WILL HELP FURTHER
MY EDUCATION

Currently studying mechanical engineering
at Alabama A & M University, Mikaylah Pratt
is a sophomore from North Carolina with a
GPA of a 3.2. It has always been Mikaylah's

dream to attend college since she was in the
fourth grade. As a first-generation college

student, she faces many challenges. As the
only girl in most of her engineering classes,
Mikaylah says it's okay to be different. It is

Mikaylah's goal to give little girls hope that
engineering is not only a profession for men.

As an African American female, Mikaylah
aspires to earn a PhD in mechanical

engineering and design her own automobile. 
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DA'QUANDALON SAYS THAT THIS
SCHOLARSHIP WILL HELP HIM ACHIEVE HIS
PROFESSIONAL GOALS BY PROVIDING HIM

WITH FUNDING TO HELP COVER THE
NECESSITIES HE NEEDS TO HAVE A

SUCCESSFUL SCHOLAR YEAR.
SCHOLARSHIP WILL RELIEVE HIM OF

FINANCIAL STRESS AND HE CAN RESOLVE
HIS 4.0 GPA.   

 

Da’Quandalon 
Daniel
Originally from Gadsden, Alabama,

Da'Quandalon Daniel is a sophomore at
Alabama A&M University majoring in

computer science. He has a 4.0 GPA and is
active both academically and

extracurricularly. After graduating from
college, Da'Quandalon plans to pursue a

career in cybersecurity or software
engineering to support the government and

its efforts to hire minorities in STEM fields. As a
part of his long-term plans, he hopes to start

an organization for our future youth in his
hometown to promote computer science. 
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DeNae Hamilton

MANY HBCU STUDENTS ARE OVERLOOKED SO
THIS SCHOLARSHIP WILL STRENGTHEN MY

OPPORTUNITY TO OBTAIN MY ASPIRATIONS
AND ALSO INVEST IN MY FUTURE.

 

DeNae Hamilton is a native of Mobile, Alabama
and a senior at Alabama A&M University

majoring in biology. She currently has a grade
point average of 3.4. Having experienced her
own life trials and tribulations, De'Nae has a

first-hand understanding of how therapy works.
As a result, she became interested in becoming
a physical therapist.  In the future, De'Nae plans

to pursue a Doctorate in Physical Therapy.
Additionally, she plans to write children's books

about the human body to help children
understand how it works. Growing up around a
city full of poverty and crime, De’Nae says she

refused to accept a lifestyle that she didn’t
desire.
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 I want to sincerely thank all of our
sponsors and official partners. Your

generosity allowed us to provide
funding for the Start Now Success
Village Scholarship. Thank you for
making such a great impact on our
community and most of all caring

about the success of our young
adults!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

hank

-Dr. Yvonne  Briggs

You
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Pamela 
Briggs 

Travian
Smith
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Corey A.

Harris
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"We are a village, and our
village is capable of making a

difference" 
-Dr. Yvonne  Briggs






